
PART ONE – Google Analytics and Keyword Research Introduction

SEO for WordPress is a good website that provides information about self hosted wordpress blogs. 
WordPress has evolved a lot in recent years and no more a simple blogging component for your 
nanny any more. It is a strong tool that web-masters can use for many purposes including small 
websites, corporate portals, personal blogs, photo and video galleries, online community forums 
and many more. And this is more true for the self hosted version of the WordPress blog rather than 
the free one offered by WordPress.com

There are certain advantages of WordPress self hosted blog like greater control over your permalink 
structure and hence better quality SEF – Search Engine Friendly URLs compared to the 
wordpress.com hosted one. And it is not very difficult to manage a small wordpress blog with a 
.com or .net domain name, a top level .tld, and a small shared hosting account that offers few GB or 
storage at very cheap rates.

WordPress Upgrade

You may also use the upgrade options available with the wordpress.com blogs. Here you can have a 
custom domain name for just $5 a year and very cheap hosting too. You may also enable custom 
CSS for the theme you are using to have a nice visual effects. Though it may not affect your Search 
Engine Ranking a lot but they certainly attract more visitors and probably tempt a random surfer to 
stay for a minute or two on your blog.

There are few things, like submitting your blog to popular search engines like Yahoo, Google and 
Bing, are very important to any small website owner or webmaster as this is the first step towards 
making your presence felt to the outer world. Make sure that your Blog, if created through 
wordpress or any other means, is visible to major search engines. Submitting blog to major search 
eninges are enough and don’t waste your time on submitting them to small or foreign language 
search engines unless you are offering proper translated version of your blog.

You also may use Webmaster tools by Google and other such services offered by both Yahoo and 
Bing to check and get your website or blog properly indexed in them. Once thing most important 
for this is to use a .xml sitemap. Sitemaps are great way to tell the search engines about the 
importance of your pages and how they are ranked importance-wise internally.

One more thing that is important for a small website or blog owner is the proper internal linking of 
your pages and blog-posts from all most all parts of your website or blog. Make sure that you don’t 
have any orphan pages, posts or images and other rich media content that is not linked from any 
where. Proper internal link building is as important as getting the out bound links from good 
website. There are few tools available to check whether you have orphan pages or not.

Proper use of .htaccess and robots.txt extenison/file can help you a lot to avoid future troubles. 
.htaccess is very important as far as your permalinks are concerned. You need a mod_rewrite 
enabled apache server to utilize .htaccess file. robot.txt file tells the world (especially the search 
engines) about what files/folders should be indexed in search engines and what should be avoided. 

http://seoforwordpress.net/
http://wordpress.com/
http://seosurf.wordpress.com/2010/01/12/seo-for-wordpress-and-small-websites-blogs/wordpress-upgrade/


There are other tricks to achieve the same results but these are the simplest of them all.

Next time we are going to discuss how we can utilize Google Analytics to find few good keywords 
on our blog and how to build upon them and optimize them for the best performance in search 
engines. We are also going to learn something about Tags and Permalinks, SEF urls in wordpress 
and other Content management tools and blogging tools like Joomla, Drupal and Blogger.

PART TWO - Google Analytics and Keyword Research

How do your blog is discovered  by various users on internet who use search engines like Goolge 
and Yahoo to find things and information they want on Internet? It is through the “keywords” that 
you have in your blog and blogposts and at various places and in meta data of your small website or 
blog. This keywords are of two kinds, meta keywords targeted basically towards the search engines 
to tell them what the blog or website is all about and are mostly invisible on page itself from the 
eyes of regular visitors but can be seen by viewing the source of the page. And there are keywords 
on your actual content that you use on your website or blog.

For instance a Dog related websites in India should concentrate on two keywords more than any 
other “Dog” and “India”, and they are (those websites serving content related to Dogs in India) 
more ‘discoverable’ by users of search engines if they use these keywords properly on their pages. 
Excessive use of same keyword on a page or on various similar pages may bring search engine bans 
on some particular pages by de-indexing it or on whole of the domain. This is due to ‘keyword 
stuffing’ that should be avoided by webmasters for better performance of their websites in Search 
Engines and to achieve good search rankings.

Google Analytics Access

How do we manage this? There are various tools available for the purpose but the easiest to use is 
Google Analytics. There are many other advantages related to Google Analytics apart from basic 
keyword research and we are going to discuss about them at length in near future but our basic goal 
toady is to understand how Google Analytics is used for the ‘keyword analysis’ on some particular 
page or on whole of your website domain.

First of all you need to create a Google Account (If you are using Gmail for a while you don’t need 
to create it as you already have it) to get started with Google Analytics. After you have created a 
google account you need to login to your Google Analytics account to get started with all the SEO 
work and keyword research you are going to do using it. Once you are logged into your  google 
account and click on the Access Analytics button you are prompted to sign up for google analytics 
account with a screen similar to the one shown in this picture:

http://www.google.com/analytics/
https://www.google.com/accounts/NewAccount
http://seosurf.wordpress.com/2010/01/12/google-analytics-and-keyword-research/google-analytics/


Google Analytics Signup Page

Once you click on the sing up button you are asked to give your Website’s URL, Account Name, 
Time zone country or territory and Time Zone fields. Fill those fields and click continue and you 
are asked your first name, last name and country or territory. Fill the information and click next. 
You are now on Google Analytics Terms and Conditions page. Tick Yes, I agree to the above terms 
and conditions and click on button “create my account”

Hurrah, your Google Analytics account is now created and you are on Google Analytics: Tracking 
Instructions Page. You are given three options on this page for the tracking code you need to add to 
your website. Standard, Advanced and Custom. Standard should suffice in most cases including 
those wordpress and blogger subdomains and should not change it especially if you are using 
Analytics for the first time and for the sole purpose of Keyword Research. Lets keep things simple 
for now.

Now you are presented with the code that you may paste in your site. This code should be pasted 
immediately before the </body> tag on all pages that you want to track through Google Analytics. 
For most blogging tools and CMSs it is in your index.php file that you need to paste this code. Once 
you pasted this code into your website just click ‘Save and Finish’ button at the bottom of the page.

Now you are ready to use google analytics for keyword analysis and we are going to discuss about 
this in a future post (Very soon). We are also going to discuss about Tag Cloud in wordpress and 
how it should be used for the better SEO on both wordpress.com hosted and self hosted WordPress 
Blog and other CMSes and Blogging tools. Till than enjoy learning SEO.

PART THREE - Keyword Research using GoogleAnalytics

In my previous post about Google Analytics we discussed how we can create an account with 
Google Analytics and can add tracking code to our website. Once we have tracking code in our 
website we start receiving data from the website and it is stored in our Google Analytics account for 
the future reference and analysis. There is lot of information stored in google analytics account and 
many of them are not even needed by small website owners or bloggers. Detailed analysis like 
screen resolutions and operating systems and setting up different goals or linking your Analytics 
account with your Google Adwords Account are for experts users and we are not concerned with it 
right now.

Now once you are logged into your Analytics account you find all your website profiles that you 

have created are listed there with data linked to them like h Visits, Average Time on Site, Bounce 
Rate, Completed Goals, etc. Click on the website profile that you want to analyse for the keyword 
Research, you need to click on the ‘view report’ link for the default  monthly view of the profile. A 
visual description is shown here in the image below for the better clarity of the topic in hand.

http://adwords.google.com/
http://seosurf.wordpress.com/2010/01/12/google-analytics-and-keyword-research/
http://seosurf.wordpress.com/2010/01/12/google-analytics-and-keyword-research/google-analytics-signup/


Screenshot Analytics Settings - Google Analytics

Once you click on this view report link you are presented with lot of visual information, charts, 
graphs and figures that may overload your sense, but don’t worry as they are pretty simple to 
understand. Follow this blog with screenshots and it would be very easy for you to under stand how 
you can use Google Analytics to find good keywords that are already in your site and can optimize 
them for the better search engine results and rankings.

Now click on the Traffic Sources from your left side bar. A drop down menu gives you many 
options but we are interested in keywords field field under Adwords. Click on the “keywords” link 
under Traffic Sources. You can now see a graph with a message that ‘Search sent N no. of visitors 
via N no. of keywords’. You can find site usage and goal set details below that listed along with the 
most popular keywords on your website or blog. If you already have linked any Adwords account 
with your Analytics account you may differentiate between paid and unpaid or organic links using a 
button as shown in the image below:

Keywords Research View - Google Analytics

http://seosurf.wordpress.com/2010/01/12/keyword-research-using-google-analytics/screenshot-analytics-settings-google-analytics-mozilla-firefox/
http://seosurf.wordpress.com/2010/01/12/keyword-research-using-google-analytics/keywords-google-analytics/


You may also click on a particular keyword to find the detailed information about it like No. of 
visits it has contributed (including all various search engines and other sources) and the percentage 
of total number from all visits on your website, Average time a visitor stayed on your website, 
bounce rate, pages per visit and % of new visitors to your website through that keyword. There are 
other in-depth charts and graphs available that you need to self study on that page as it is not very 
difficult and Google Analytics have a very intuitive interface and ease of use.

Next time I am going to discuss more about various features of Google Analytics and Adwords and 
how to use them for the maximum benefit from the SEO point of view. Till than learn to enjoy the 
interface and graphs and charts views of Google Analytics !!


